Main Line Fly Tyers

December 18th , 2003 Meeting

This month’s meeting of the Main Line Fly Tyers will be held at the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education* on Thursday, December 18th, starting at 7:30pm.
The December Meeting.
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Our December meeting will be an “In-house” meeting dedicated to fly tying and common problems faced by fly tyers.   Bring your own tying equipment and tying materials. and work with some of the experts in the club. Anyone who has slides of fishing trips should try to bring them and can present this Thursday.   Many club members have taken incredible trips and we hope you will share them with the rest of us.

Last month


We would all like to thank Don Douple for his excellent presentation on “ Best Trout streams in Penna”.   Don has made many presentations at the club and they have all been excellent.  He is always both entertaining and highly informative.  It is amazing to learn that some of the best wild trout streams in Pa. are actually close to Philadelphia and Allentown.   In our area the streams with the highest wild trout populations are always the limestone streams that keep cool temperatures all year.   Just in our area Don talked about the Little Lehigh, Monocracy, Saucon Creek, Valley Creek and the Little Bushkill as having excellent trout populations.   All of these are difficult streams to fish but can be very rewarding.

Fly Fishing show


The Club will be taking part in the Fort Washington Fly Fishing show, which will be held in March.   The club will set up a booth at the show to demonstrate fly tying and give out fishing information.  This show is an important activity of the club since it helps to introduce more people to fly fishing and bring in new members.   We will need volunteers to help man the booth.
Dues  are Due!.   Annual dues are due this month.   Club dues are now only 50 dollars for the year.  This can be paid either as one payment or as two payments, 25 dollars now and 25 dollars in January.   After this month the newsletter will no longer be sent to members who have not paid this years dues!
.

Fly Fishing Ideas.   The Traveling fly tying kit. Part 2.


MLFT will try to present monthly articles and fishing updates.  This month is the second part of an article on Traveling fly tying kits.  While this is an article on traveling fly tying kits I think it is an excellent list of materials and tools for the beginning or casual tyer.   It is a good answer to the question of what are basic materials you need to have.
 

Part II

Material Possessions

Fur.  
A Section of Hare's Mask, Squirrel Tail, White Calf Tail, Zonker Strips (center cut rabbit strips: black, brown, natural, olive, rust)

Natural Deer Hair - Long for spinning and short for hairwings like a caddis compara-dun.

Natural and Bleached Elk Hair

Feathers

Fine Quality Necks, or a selection of different sized feathers plucked &matched according to size (grizzly, furnace, black, white, dun)

Pheasant Tail Feathers

Partridge or Quail back feathers

Marabou (black, brown, olive, white)

Peacock Herl

Turkey Tail Feathers

Goose Biots (black, brown, olive, rust)

MISCELLANEOUS CRAFT MATERIAL

Gold Tinsel (oval, flat, twisted rope

Brass & Copper Beadheads, & lead dumb-bell eyes, varied sizes

Red yarn

Krystal Flash (pearlesent)

Brass & Copper Wire, a few different sizes

Scud Back, or any substitute flexible rubber-plastic material (olive, brown,

clear)

Antron yarn (cream, brown, tan, rust, olive)

Pearlesent mylar

OTHER "NICE-E-TIES", BUT NOT "NECESSITIES"

Larvae Lace (black, brown, clear)

Rainy's Float foam or the craft foam mention above

Wood Duck or substitute

Guinea feathers

Turkey Flats

Micro-fibettes

CDC

DUBBING MIXES

One can carry many dubbing blends, varieties, colors, and the like, however, there are a few mixtures that are well worth the space in your kit. If you can only carry one container, consider SLF. SLF comes in a rainbow of endless colors and a myriad of consistencies. From heavier fibers for large bodied salmon flies to micro-thin fibers that dub onto a size 22 hook with ease, SLF could easily be a tier's only choice for dubbing. If you wish to carry other dubbings, consider colored mixtures including rabbit fur dubbing & squirrel fur dubbing. Rabbit and squirrel are hard to beat when it comes to natural fur dubbings.

Natural Colors

Black,Brown. Rust. Olive, Cream, Near-White, Grey, Caddis Larvae Green, Pale Yellow, Dark Green

Spectrum Colors

Red, Orange, Blue., Yellow, Pink, Green, Purple

With the above colors of dubbing, you can custom blend almost any shade or variant needed on the stream or while traveling. It really isn't necessary to travel with your whole dubbing collection when just a few basic shades are required. Even the above list may be over-doing it!

TYING THREAD COLORS

Generally, spools of size 6 & 8 will do the trick. Phil Strobel suggests picking your favorite 2 colors and consider the rest extras, packing them only if you have room.

Common Tying Thread Colors To Pack

Olive, Brown, Black, White, Cream, Red, Grey

HOOKS

An assortment of dry fly, wet fly, scud, and streamer hooks to suite your pattern choices should be packed. I use a Tiemco Hook Organizer to store and index all my hooks. All I have to do is pick it up from my tying bench and put it in my tying kit. I have seen others use small stackable containers or old film canisters.

E-mail   <spacer type="HORIZONTAL" size="36"></spacer>If you wish to be added to the club e-mail list, send me your e-mail address. My e-mail number is  dcb821@aol.com.  Thanks.     

*The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education is located at  Hagy’s Mill Rd. in Andorra.

